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Mission Statement 
To help enable  

the moral,  
spiritual,  
physical,  

and mental  
development of 

at-risk kids. 
 

What are we? 
The Coalition For Kids  

is a Christ-centered 
joint venture of  

various religious,  
civic, governmental,  
business, industrial,  
private organizations  

and individuals  
working together  

to provide an  
infrastructure for  

the development and  
operation of various  

programs for the  
children of low income  

and other families.  
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bring us dinner last year 
have taken on other respon-
sibilities such as providing 
healthy snacks for the chil-
dren. We have had fruit and 
yogurt, cheese and crackers 
and other more nutritious 
snacks that the children have 
really enjoyed. We appreci-
ate each and everyone on of 
our volunteers!! 
 
Amanda Beattie 

DIRECTOR OF  
VOLUNTEERS/KIA 

 
Hello! December was an ex-
citing month for Volunteers!! 
We had 77 volunteers total-
ing 225 hours of service at 
The Rock. In addition to the 
ESTU service learning stu-
dents, we had many medical 
students from ETSU volun-
teer in our programs. Several 
of the churches that use to 

looks on their faces 
were unforget table!  
 
In addition to the 
Christmas activities, 
we were priv i leged to 
host a Prevent Child 
Abuse Tennessee Do-

mestic Violence Conference titled 
ÔOut of the ShadowsÕ. The confer-
ence brought 70 individuals from 
Tennessee and Southwest Virginia 
into our facilities. I also attended 
meetings and programs wit h the 
Department of ChildrenÕs Services, 
the Juvenile Court , the Commu-
nity Policing Unit of the Johnson 
City Police, and with the Johnson 
City School System. Through our 
relationship with such organiz a-
tions, we are better able to provide 
assistance to our children in need.  
Kellie Taylor  

DIRECTOR OF  
EDUCATION 
 

What a wonderful 
month we have had!!!! 
The children were 
blessed by the kindness 
of our community. Sue 
Legg of the Johnson City Press ex-
pressed our needs to the commu-
nity and the love and support was 
overwhelming. Through their ge n-
erosity and the support of area 
businesses, we were able to give all 
of our children a Christmas they 
might not otherwise have h ad one. 
Hundreds of gifts were provided 
or shopped for, wrapped and d e-
li vered at either the various parties 
hosted at The Rock . Others were 
delivered to the childrenÕs home so 
that they would have some thing to 
open Christmas morning. The 

plow and don’t look back. 
Y ou have done tha t and I sa lute 
you!!! T hank you!  
 
If you have ever quest ioned as to 
giving your t ime  or f inances to the 
C oa l i t ion for K ids…I hope you 
will use our Board as a measuring 
st ick. I w ill be conf ident in wha t 
you w ill find.     
 
F ol low ing are some examples of 
Board M ember giving - remember, 
this is only a sampling. M itch Cox 
is one of our largest financia l do-
nors but he a lso has given of his 
st aff to help us in a variet y of 
ways. Joan M itchel l is an account-
ant tha t has served as our financia l 
counselor and incoming Board 
President. Bud Williams is a police 
officer that assists us as w e make 
home visi ts as wel l as bringing us 
the Pa trol Program to encourage 
our children to live right. John 
Short  has held a golf tournament 
through the Pepsi organi z a t ion 
tha t has a llowed us to purchase 
t wo vans and a mini bus. John Hi-
techew, who operates Jack M illers 
Body Shop, has assisted us in 
pa int ing a l l our vehicles as wel l as 
advert ising our name on television. 
Gail Archer has helped us as we 
have been the recipients of the 
money ra ised a t H a lloween on 
W alnut S treet through S t a te of 
F ranklin B ank. Linda M itchel l has 

served as a ca t a lyst to our fund-
raising commi t t ee to assist in cre-
at ing opportuni t ies we have never 
had in ra ising money. Dr. Wayne 
Andrews  helped us, as students a t 
E T S U  needed a place to volunteer, 
to organize a volunteer program 
through the loca l col leges.  
 
I w ill stop here to say, tha t if you 
have an interest in serving on our 
Board, I consider i t a privilege. 
Please cont act me or one of our 
Board M embers and we w ill t ake 
appropria te steps. If you have ever 
wondered if this organi z a t ion is 
worth your dona t ion, I say a re-
sounding yes! Please remember, 
your dona t ion of t ime and / or 
money is not to help us, i t is to help 
the children. W e are a strong or-
ganiza t ion with a strong commi t-
ted Board, if you are a hesitant d o-
nor, feel free to cont act me about 
any thing you would l ike to know, I 
would be more than happy to an-
swer your quest ions.  
 
R emember a grea t Board is wha t 
makes a grea t organi z a t ion…and 
to my wonderful Board of D ire c-
tors…if you haven’t figured i t out 
yet, I am thankful for you and 
proud to serve as the D irector of an 
organi z a t ion you oversee.  
 
God Bless &  see you next month!  
Randy Hensley 

EXEC UTIVE DIRECT OR 
 
T his is the first of a monthly news-
let ter tha t we are experiment ing 
w i th to give to you, our donors and 
supporters, more informa t ion as to 
wha t is happening a t T he R ock. I 
would l ike to t ake this space and 
thank my Board of D irectors for a 
job wel l done. I don’t of ten get an 
opportunit y to do t his publ ic l y. 
 
I have found tha t a strong Board 
makes for a strong organi z a t ion 
and we here a t the C oa l i t ion for 
K ids have b een blessed since 1998 
w i th some wonderful, C hrist ian, 
commi t ted folks to help us reach 
our potent ia l as we strive to 
Ôchange the world, one child a t a 
t imeÕ.  
 
W hen I give, support, or dona te to 
an organiza t ion - one of the areas I 
look a t is the support of t he B oard 
as wel l as the inner work ings of the 
program i tself. L et me say to you 
tha t this Board is one of the hard-
est working, most loya l, commi t ted 
groups of people I have ever worked 
w i th. W e have no required financia l 
commi tment to be a Board member, 
we know tha t not a l l folks have the 
same abili t y as others to give in the 
same w ay. W e simply ask tha t you 
a t tend meet ings, voice your opin-
ion, f ind tha t place where your pas-
sion is and put both hands to the 

February Notables!!!  
 

!  Parenting Classes will be-
gin Wednesday, February 6. 

 
!  The Third 

Annual 
Valentine 
Ball will 
be Satur-
day, Feb-
ruary 12. 
Call Sherri Kay at 773-5764 
for tickets and information. 

NEW ACTIVITY  
BEGINNING SOON!!  

 

The Rock is starting evening 
trips to Johnson City Athletic 
ClubÕs boxing and Tae Kwon 
Do classes. This is a chance 
for the kids to learn skills that 
can last a lifetime - inside and 
outside the ring. 
 

The Tae Kwon Do classes are 
held at the Keystone 
Recreation Center - 841 
Pardee Street  from 6:30-7:15 
on Monday and Thursday 
nights. We will take those 
who make the commitment in 
the vans at 6:20 and they will 
be back at The Rock at 7:30. 
Those who sign up must be 
dedicated to attend each 
Monday and Thursday night. 
Boxing will be offered on 
Friday nights from 6:30-7:30. 



be with our children week in and week out.  
Each of these names represents you as ÒGodÕs 
HandsÓ that have helped make this ministry what 
it is today. We could not have done this without 
you and we want to say thank you from the bot-
tom of our heart and from each and every child 
here.  
 

A Prayer f or t he Children 
 

We pray f or t he children whose nightmares 
come in t he dayt ime, who will eat  anyt hing, 
who have never seen a dent ist  who arenÕt  
spoiled by anyone, who go t o bed hungry and 
cry t hemselves t o sleep, who live and move, 
but  have no being. 
 
We pray f or t he children who want  t o be 
car r ied and f or t hose who must , who we 
never give up on, and f or t hose who donÕt  
get  a second chance. For t hose we smot her 
and… For t hose who will grab t he hand of  
anyone kind enough t o of f er. 
 
Thank you f or of f ering you hands t o help 
make t he Coali t ion f or Kids a bet t er place 
f or all children. 
 
Randy Hensley, Executive Director 

DONOR LIST UPDATE... 
 
I received a phone the other day that I dearly 
appreciate. Someone was inquiring about what 
and who made up the donor list that was in the 
previous newsletter. I told them it was a listing of 
all monetary gifts we had received from folks 
since we began. Knowing that we have built this 
ship as we have been sailing it, I would be fool-
ish to think we have gotten every name of every 
donor. So I ask you to please let me know if we 
have accidentally left off your name and let us 
correct it. 
 
At the same time we discussed the Ôin-kindÕ do-
nations of the thousands of folks that have 
helped us sail this ship. The list, that I wish I had, 
would be made up of so many of you who have 
brought by clothes from your Sunday school 
class, the John Abe TeagueÕs that brought us a 
computer, the Vincent UMCÕs that have prepared 
tons of meals for our kids, the Rab Summers 
whose companies have assisted in the renova-
tions of the building and property, the Power 
Tool CompanysÕ and individuals that have made 
Christmas such a success each and every year, 
the Sarah BoltonÕs and Mama GrahamÕs that 
have committed thousands of volunteer hours to 

AMISTADES REPORT 
Spanish Speaking Homework Club within the  

University Apartments Community 
 
At the end of December, 44 children are on the roll at El Club 
Tarea. An average of 33 children attended each day. We did 
lose one of our favorite girls and her little brother to Mexico. 
We hope they will return one day. Several other families have 
moved away but, are quickly replaced by others.  
 

A Christmas party for Families of El Club Tarea was held at 
The Rock on December 21. It was very well attended with all 
present enjoying Mexican and American food, music, crafts 
and a pi–ata. Christmas presents were distributed to 77 chil-
dren. Each of the children enrolled in El Club Tarea live in the 
University Apartments. A large bag of goodies was also given 
to the siblings of all El Club Tarea attendees. Each child re-
ceived an outfit, a bilingual book about the birth of Jesus, and 
toys from  a Spanish Speaking Santa and Elves whom distrib-
uted gifts on Christmas Eve. 
 

El Club Tarea employees and volunteers spent a day cleaning 
and organizing on January 5 and will open to the students on 
January 6. We are expecting many new volunteers along with 
our faithful long timers. 
 

Easter plans are in the process of being made to give individu-
als the ability to adopt a child for Easter. With their program, 
we hope to supply the child with a Spring outfit, a bilingual 
Bible (protestant or catholic) and  possibly a food box for each 
family. 
 
A Little Praise... 
The school counselor said, ÒLindaÕs* report card this time was 
wonderful and it was all because of the Homework Club. You 
guys are AWESOME!Ó           *StudentÕs name has been changed. 
 
Sherry Adon 

Coalition for Kids  
2308 Watauga Road  

Johnson City, TN  37601  
423-434-2031 

For more information about Coalition for Kids check out 
our website: www.coalitionforkids.org. 

Non-Profit Org. 
US Postage 

PAID 
Johnson City, TN 

Permit #63 

Lots of activities then followed - a 
Christmas Party from Grace Fellowship 
Church, Bridge Christmas Party, Hosa 
Party and Kappa Delta Christmas Party 
to end with The Rock Christmas Party. 
I have worked with the children since 
September to prepare for our f irst 
annual Christmas Play. These children 
were so talented both with acting and 
singing abilities. Their program was 
filled with hard work and lots of pra c-
tice. We even had a Saturday practice 
followed by a pizza party! The children 
were so proud to have performed so 
well. It was a great success!!! On D e-
cember 21, we took 10 boys to an East 
Tennessee State University Basketball 
game and the children loved it! As you 
can see this has been a very busy, but 
important month!  

I look forward to 2005 at The Rock 
and pray that lives will be changed 
through the lo ve of Christ! I will strive 
to do my best to fill in and look fo r-
ward to serving here at The Rock! 

In ChirstÕs Love,  Trena Hall 

DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS  

HI! My name is Trena 
Hall. I am an i ntern for 
Lensey Richardson, Pro-
grams Director, while 
she is on maternity 
leave. Before a ssuming 

this position, I worked as an AKC tutor 
and a KIA worker for the past year.  

 In the month of December, we had 
many activ ities going on. Many children 
were blessed by the kindness of ot h-
ers. On December 12, we took fifteen 
children to Cornerstone Church to r e-
ceive a gift along with a Christmas 
Party. The children were so excited to 
find that they had received the gift in 
which they ha d asked for. Then to 
their surprise, they all received a se c-
ond gift - new coats, hats and gloves 
for everyone along with a stocking full 
of goodies. The van looked as if they 
had visited the North Pole. The bles s-
ings that they received were over - 
whelming to them and me. That  was 
CHRISTmas -  the gi f t  of  GodÕs love!  

MONDAY 
Gym/Outside Play 
Computer Lab 
Boys Scouts  
CEF Bible Study 
ChildrenÕs Community Choir 
Young Life 
 
TUESDAY 
Bringing up Girls (4th-7th) 
Raising the Standards (4th-7th) 
Start Something (3rd) 
Gym/Outside Play 
Piano Lessons 
Ballet Classes 
Youth Bible Study 
Community Youth Basketball 

WEDNESDAY 
Youth Groups 
Adult Bible Study 
Boys to Men 
 
THURSDAY 
Life Skills (1st-2nd) 
Music Team 
Imagination Station  
Piano Lessons  
Adult Bible Study  
Boys to Men 
 
FRIDAY 
Fun Fridays 
Bible Study -Team Kid 
Gym/Outside Play 
Movie Night/Concessions 
Game Night 

JANUARY WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT THE ROCK 
·(Partnerships in bold) 

Congratulations to Matt and Lensey (CFK Pro-
grams Director) on the birth of their new baby 
girl, December 15! Everyone is doing well! 

Progressive Dinner and Silent CHAIRitable Auction  
in the Ridges on Friday, April 29  

NOELLE  
CHRISTMAS PLAY 


